Introducing START School Sites:

Forest Park High School

Woodbridge, VA

E. Garner Magnet Middle School

Garner, NC

School was invited to serve

as the pilot high school in
the Virginia Student Training
and Refurbishment Program,
a statewide initiative to intro-
duce Virginia's students to the
field of IT repair. In its leader- G
ship role, Forest Park offers a fully mtegrated service-
learning model including a rich IT curriculum, hands-
on training to refurbish and recycle used computers,
and a full spectrum of community service opportuni-
ties to meet the IT needs of the school’s community.

I n 2002, Forest Park High

One of the keystones of the Forest Park strategy is the
“Bridging the Gap” project, a community technology
literacy project that connects students who may lack
the financial resources with technology and learn-
ing. Students who are members of the SWAT Team
receive donated computers from area businesses. The
students refurbish the computers and donate them in
turn to elementary, middle and high school students
who need computers. Over the past three years, 650
computers have been refurbished by 60 SWAT Team
students.

Corporation for

START s projectof: LOMSIAIEY R0y o
Isa ctor: £ it L B rtherain Lasrain
proje SERVICELTT  Daim— .

he East Garner Magnet
T Middle School SWAT Team

was formed in the Fall
semester of 2007. The Team'’s
mission is to promote student
leadership training, address
technology competencies, and
provide outreach to the com-
munity through parental involve-
ment, corporate support, and student community
service. The SWAT Program is a vibrant part of East
Garner's International Baccalaureate Program, which
was recently named an International Baccalaureate
Program School of Excellence.

Students apply and interview for the SWAT Team,
and are accepted based on the level of academics,
interest and skills. All of the students are required to
partake in community service projects. Some of the
achievements of the SWAT Team include training the
library’s patrons on using Microsoft Office, designing
Web sites for teachers, assisting teachers with Inter-
net research, and videotaping news broadcasts.




