SWAT’s  Debut
-By Yaser,  club co-President

Several clubs made appearances at the PTSA’s second annual Family Fun Day. Each one had its own unique touch, and added yet another flavor to the already spectacular Family Fun Day. The Students Working to Advance Technology (SWAT) club was certainly no exception. During Family Fun Day, the club added a special twist to the day- the technological kind of twist- with its Laser Tunnel, Picture Perfect, and Oscilloscope.


It is now the club’s third year of operation. From its humble beginnings as a web-page design group, the club has now evolved into an efficient, technologically proficient team of dedicated experts. The club’s main purpose, as the acronym states, is to advance technology throughout this school and community, and it is certainly well on its way to accomplishing that goal.


Before Family Fun Day, the club gave its members basic training in the use of CD writers, digital cameras, printers, image software, scanners, etc., as well as ID cards to identify people as members of the SWAT club (which would then give them access to certain networks for troubleshooting purposes, etc.) Basically, the goal of the first half-year for the club was to create a strong base from which activities could begin. 


Family Fun Day witnessed the climax of two SWAT grand projects, as well as the foundation for another promising one- the Laser Tunnel, Picture Perfect, and the Oscilloscope. What can be said about the Laser Tunnel? It was new, creative, technologically advanced, appealing, and it certainly drew large crowds (at one time, we were considering placing Disney land style signs saying “30 minutes wait from this point”). This project was four months in the making. The original concept was bounced back and forth during club meetings in October, and was officially accepted in early January, when Can Coler took on the job of making the tunnel happen. And certainly, he did. After spending long hours after school, Can turned the Tunnel from a dream to a reality. The finishing touches (such as the smoke machine) were added in the morning of Fun Day, and then the tunnel was ready for its public appearance. With an array of two laser emitters, night vision cameras, computer sensors, boom box, fan, smoke-machine, red lights, a bag of prizes, and Can behind the computer, the tunnel was among the most  technologically innovative activity that the school had ever seen. The crowds certainly thought that too, and it was amazing seeing little kids eagerly snaking through laser beams, and enthusiastically taking on the role of “Secret Agent.” Their parents got involved as well, and it was very amusing seeing Mr. Forgeron execute a perfect side-ways roll, dodging five beams in the process (he then stood and cut about six). Sure, there were drawbacks, such as getting covered in dust, but those pale in comparison to the amount of fun people of all ages had while going through the tunnel.


In the theater lobby, adjacent to the Tunnel entrance, was the Picture Perfect, a photo booth. It was not however, any photo booth. This one used the same Phantom Menace blue-screen technology to impose anyone’s picture onto a background of their choice. The concept was so popular that by the end of the day, more than a hundred people had their pictures taken. Among the more popular choices were having pictures with Imperial Storm troopers, putting on Darth Vader’s body, holding up the Leaning Tower, standing in Paradise, and especially popular was flying on Zapdos.


The third attraction was the Oscilloscope. Although this did not gain anywhere near as much popularity or recognition as its two big brothers, it still captivated people by showing them their own voice patterns, and by challenging them to match simple notes. Next year, the Oscilloscope will be more than just a simple graph of peoples’ voices: it will be a place to record peoples’ voices, and then alter them to say, High Pitched Sirens, or James Earl Jones style, or perhaps even a remixing studio.


Throughout the day, hordes of people came into and out of the theater, watching the nightvision cameras, or having their pictures taken. Or, they simply sat by and watched in amusement as Sam Abboud and Firas Durri kept ‘shuttle running’ frantically between the camera and the computer, or watched co-President James Fischer juggle the video camera back into focus, or even Moodi as he effortlessly controlled the crowd of eager first graders.


Although we had to shut down early because the smoke machine ran out of ‘juice,’ the SWAT team intends to repeat these activities. With the experience and knowledge gained throughout the day, the club will present even better Laser Tunnels, Oscilloscopes and Picture Perfects in future events. Certainly, the club will make sure it has more than 80 picture tickets, and that it has more prizes.


For this year however, the club has already set its sights on more projects. The English department is already testing a vocab-enhancer program prototype, and another version is being made for Geometry students. The Club is also ready to being distributing calculator programs to aid students. The club is already available to assist anyone with any technological help that they need, and, as many can tell by our signboards, if you have any computer problem, we can will do our best to help you. There are many light projects in the club’s horizon, as well as large-scale projects (such as the Computer Gaming Tournament). Regardless of what exactly those are, the club has a very bright future. It has come a long way, from web page design to Laser Tunnel, and will continue accelerating so long as there are computers at school, dedicated members, and sponsors as enthusiastic and supportive as Ms. Hauser.


For now, we have to get working on finishing those pictures… we look forward to serving our school again very soon!

